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+ss KEYNOTES AND CONFERENCES

Make ready for megacities

Frauke Kraas: attention must be
paid to negotiation processes

URBAMNISATION trends are putting
emerging economies in the spot-
light. About 50% of the world's
population already lves in cities.
By 2050, there will be 40 megaci-
ties  worldwide,  containing
H00 rnillion people,

Frauke Kraas, director of the ge-
ography department at the

University of Calogne, Germany,
explored the implications of this
trend in her keynote speech,
Megacities And Global Change:
Key Challenges, Action Models
And Strategic Solutions.

According to Kraas, mega-urban
areas create substantial opportu-
nities,  Mevertheless,  the
challenges are also substantial —
not least the economic, socisl and
cultural changes. Sustainability is-
sues are a common focus,
particularly interms of resources.
However, Kraas observed that
fresh attention must be paid to ne-
gotiation processes. The increased
level of ‘informality’ found in
megacities means they are mare
difficult to govern. The key ques-
tions that need to be addressed,

Kraas said, include "how to bring
which kinds of people into the
pracess” of government,

Kraas noted that aur present un-
derstanding is  that  “the
gavernment” will take care of
things. "But we have to change
this perspective, because more
stakeholders have ermerged in re-
cent years and we have o includa
thern in the process,” she said.
Kraas added that we must focus
on processes rather than on ur-
ban form or structure: “Our
understanding is mainly based
upon perceptions of cities that
emerged in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, Megacities
go beyond that, so we need to
collaborate across institutional
borders.”

Investors

IMN AMSWER to the guestion,
Why Invest In Argentina?, a
packed MIPIM Horzons audito-
rium heard thal real estate is the
second maosl important eco-
nomic sector in Argentina.
Opportunities abound in trans-
port, waste disposal, water and
housing, where there is a gap of
some 300,000 dwellings. Ar-
gentina also has an emerging
international third-age market.
The panel, which consisted of
Francisco Cabrera, minister of
economic development for the

hear it for Argentina

Dr Marcelo Elizondo takes the stand with [left to right], moderator Guy

Perry, Francisco Cabrera and Eduardo Gutierrez

City of Buenos Aires, Fundacian
Exportdr's Marcelo Elizondo and
Farallon's  Eduardo
Gutierrez, also tald delegates

Grupa

that, while vacancy rates are low

inArgentina’s office stock, there
remains a shortage of industrial
space. L s estimated that
around 250,000 sq m of modern
space is needed.

Brazil on course to become world’s playground

AT THE conference Brazil: The
Mext Playground Of The Warld?,
Thompson and Knight's lvan
Tauil, ltacare Capital's Pedro de
Miranda and the Ministry of
Teurism of Brazil's Hermanao Car-

valho, discussed the prospects
for tourism in Latin America’s
largest cauntry,

The panel, moderated by HVS
Dioge Canteras, told delegates
that Brazil's prospects changed
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dramatically when Europeans
started to buy second homes in the
country. Brazil's abundant and un-
der-exploited land meant that, at
ane time, no less than 450 devel -
opments were  listed in the

northeast of the country. That fig-
ure now stands at a more realistic
level, While Brazil's tourism sec-
tor has been hit by the world
ecanomic crsis, it still represents
good value for money.



sss LATIN AMERICA

= TIERRAS EN PATAGONIA was at MIPIM Hori-
7ons to promate its high-altiude expertise.
“There are many developers here,” said the
agency’s associate director, Gaston Blous-
son. “And they all develop the coast, We are
the only ones wha develop mountains.”
Tierras en Patagonia promotes development
opportunities in the five provinces that con-
stitute the region of Patagonia. Blousson
naoted that Argentina has some of the high-
est mountains in the world — and many of
them are in Patagonia.

According to Blousson, the halidays of the
21% century are more likely to involve activi-
ties other than lying on a beach: “We are
now developing ski resorts in Patagonia,
These will be the only places in the southem
hemisphere that offer state-of-the-art skiing
in state-of-the-art resorts, In this century, it
will become normal to ski in July and August
— south of the equator.”

= IN-VI DD BRASIL's president and founding
partner, Guy Pemry, had two key objectives in
Cannes: to find new oppaortunities. for his
company’s masterplanning services and 1o
source financing for projects in Brazil.
“MIPIM Haorizons has been a very useful
event,” Perry said. "IUis small compared Lo
IPIN, but the advantage of that has been
mare time to meet people, There are some
serious imestors here and we have been
ablbe to hold some good discussions, which

is all you can expect at this stage.”

IN-VI Brazil's
Guy Perry:
“There are
SOME Serious
investors here”

= GRUPD MARIANA FAMILY OF RESORTS'
chairman, Kevin Fleming, was at MIPIM
Horizons to promote awareness of
Nicaragua. Despite having experienced 18%
per annum growth and a booming proparty
market for several years, the couniry has
started from such a low base that it is still
the best value-for-money proposition in
Central America, Fleming said.

In Cannes to network with potential capital-
funding partners, Fleming was also
showcasing the 1,300-unit Seaside Mariana
resort and the charitable organisation, Fun-
dacion Mariana, which is helping to improve
Nicaraguan lives through real estate.
Fleming was optimistic about achieving his
goals: "MIPIM shows tend to attract serious peo-
ple searching for serious business partners.”

[ ife is more than a beach for
investors in Brazilian tourism

BRASLs Hermanao Carvalha, di-
rector of the Ministry of Tourism,
was clear about his reasons for at-
tending MIFIM Horizons: "Our first
objective is to attract investors.”
He added: “We are talking to the
world about tourism, we are
making announcements and
have meetings planned, We have
a strong economy — the biggest
in Latin America — and we have
the resources, monay and envi-
ronment, We need to tell peaple
what we want, need and expect
Carvalha highlighted Brazil's
tourism aptions, which range
from eco-tounsmon the Amazon
basin to beach tourism on the
country's north-east coast. He
also noted that thers are aptions
for all sizes of investor.
Carvalho explained that Brazil's
president Lula” [Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva] made tourism a na-
tional priority in 2003, Mow,
Brazil's hosting of the FIFA

Hermano Carvalho [left): “Our first objective is to attract investors”

World Cup in 2014 15 also at-
tracting massive investment.

The Ministry was partnening ADIT
Mordeste, the association for real
estate and tourism developreant
in north-east Brazil, in trying to
invastrment

attract tourism

through MIPIM Horizons.
Carvalho said that, despite the
current world crisis, Brazil expects
its economic growth to continue,
albeit at 3.0%-3.5% per annum
rather than the 5.0% projected
before the financial downturn.

Meeting and greeting the exhibitors

PaRET OF the MIFIM Horizons
experience was a series of Meet
The Exhibitars taurs of the exhi-

bition hall. The first tour of the
event saw Feed MIDEM's inter-
national sales manager, Rodolfo
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Garcia, conduct a group of dele-
gates through a series of Latin
Arnerican stands. The idea was
to network, forge contacts and
give exhibitors a chance to talk
through their priority projects.

The business delegates in Gar

cia's party included Laercio
Lermas De Souza of the Brazilian
CBRE

Spain's Tonia Salas Spain, Grupa

Ministry of Tourism,
Pinera’s Jaime Charcartequi,
Maizon Buenos Aires’ Felix Keck-
eis and Jadwiga Wisniowska of
FPoland's KCI Centrum fablacie
The Mexico stand:

targeted tours increased
exhibitor exposure



